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Storing the provided data format informatipn in a persistent registry; and 

under control of the client, 

retrieving from the persistent regifetry the stored data format information; and 
determining from the retrieved data format information data formats supported by 



8 the server. 
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28, The method of claim 27 wherein the server code is code executed during 



2 installation of the server. 



29. The method of claim 27 wherein the server code is code executed when 



2 the server is launched. 



1 Q^^yV)^^ y 30. The method oy claim 27 including when the server supports a data format 

2 compatible with the client, lajanching the server. 

1 ^ 31. The metho^ of claim 30 wherein the client is executing in a process and 



2 the server is launched in a sepamte process. 



1 32. The rpfethod of claim 30 wherein the client is executing in a process and 

2 the server is launched in/tne same process. 

1 33. y/The method of claim 30 wherein the client and the server exchange data 

2 using a compatilpie format. 

1 ^iX/oCy^ method of claim 27 wherein the client detenjujigs th^ formats 

2 while the server is not executing. ^^^.^-^^''''^^^ ^ 

1 35. A computer-based method^Jbr^termining the data formats that are 

2 supported by a server, the method compriskl^ 

3 retrieving from^^a^^rsistent registry data format information, the data format 

4 information being prpvided by server code for storage in the persistent registry; and 
letermining from the retrieved data format information data formats supported by 

6 the seryef. 

36. The method of claim 35 including when the server supports a data format 

2 that is compatible with the client, launching the server. 

1 37. The method of claim 36 wherein the client is executing in a process and 

2 the server is launched in a separate process. 
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supplying data format information for data 



tion in a persistent registry so that a client 



1 38. The method of claim 36 wherein the client is executing in a process and 

2 the server is launched in the same process. 

1 39. The method of claim 36 wherein the client and the server exchange data 

2 using a compatible format. 

^ ^(^^ method of claim 35 whei ein the client determines the data formats 

2 while the server is not executing. 

1 41. A computer-based method for 

2 formats supported by a server, the method comprising : 

3 under control of server code, 
y 4 retrieving the data format infor nation; and 

5 Storing the data format informs t 

6 can retrieve the data format information from the regi: try and determine the data formats that are 

7 supported by the server. 

1 42. The method of claim 41 when in the client determines the data formats 

2 while the server is not executing. 

1 43. The method of claim 41 wherein the server code is code executed during 

2 installation of the server. 

1 44. The method of claim 41 wherein the server code is code executed when 

2 the server is launched. 

1 45 The method of claim 41 including when the server supports a data format 

2 that is compatible with the client launching the server 

1 46. The method of claim 45 wherein the client is executing in a process and 

2 the server is laimched in a separate process. 

1 47. The method of claim 45 wherein the client is executing in a process and 

2 the server is launched in the same process. 

1 48. The method of claim 45 wherein the client and the server exchange data 

2 using a compatible format. 

1 ^'^(Zb^ T^"^^* ^ computer-readable^.-medium containing instructions for causing a 

2 computer ^stem to provide^'<riient with data format information relating to data formats 

3 supported by a server^ 
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under control of server code, providing the data format infbp»atTOn; 
storing the provided data format information iij>^jgrsistent registry; and 
under control of the client, 

retrieving from Jbe^rsistent registry the stored data format information; 




determining from the retrieved data format information data formats 
suppoi;tednDy the server. 

50. The computer-readable medfum of claim 49 wherein the server code is 
code executed during installation of the server. 

51. The computer-readable me4ium of claim 49 wherein the server code is 
code executed when the server is launched. 

52. The computer-readable medium of claim 49 including when the server 
supports a data format that is compatible with the/client, launching the server. 

53. The computer-readable medium of claim 52 wherein the client is 
executing in a process and the server is launchea in a separate process. 

54. The computer-readable / medium of claim 52 wherein the client is 
executing in a process and the server is launched in the same process. 

55. The computer-readable/ medium of^l^im 52 wherein the client and the 
server exchange data using a compatible fom/at. 

56. The computer-readablfe medi;i6n of claim 49 wherein the client determines 
the data formats while the server is not exedutingy 

57. A computer-readaWe medium containing instructions for causing a 
computer system to determine the data formats that are supported by a server, by: 

retrieving from a persistent registry data format information, the data format 
information being provided by server code for storage in the persistent registry; and 

determining from the retrieved data format information data formats supported by 
the server. / 

58. The computer/readable medium of claim 57 including when the server 
supports a data format that is compatible with the client, launching the server. 



1 59. The computer-readable mediu^ of claim 58 wherein the client is 

2 executing in a process and the server is launched in a afeparate process. 

1 60. The computer-readable medium of claim 58 wherein the client is 

2 executing in a process and the server is launched in tne same process. 

1 61. The computer-readable medium of claim 58 wherein the client and the 

2 server exchange data using a compatible format. 

1 62. The computer-readable medjfum of claim 57 wherein ithe client determines 

2 the data formats while the server is not executing. 

1 63. A computer-readable medium containing instructions for causing a 

2 computer system to supply data format informati<^n for data formats supported by a server, by: 

3 under control of server code, 

4 retrieving the data format information; and 

5 storing the data format information in a persistent registry so that a client 

6 can retrieve the data format information from thfe registry and determine the data formats that are 

7 supported by the server. 

1 64. The computer-readable ifiedium of claim 63 wherein the client determines 

2 the data formats while the server is not executing. 

1 65. The computer-readable /medium of claim 63 wherein the server code is 

2 code executed during installation of the server . 

1 66. The computer-readabh medium of claim 63 wherein the server code is 

2 code executed when the server is lavmched. ] 

1 67. The computer-readable medium of claim 63 including when the server 

2 supports a data format that is compatible with the client launching the server. 

1 68. The computer-readatfle medium of claim 67 wherein the client is 

2 executing in a process and the server is launched in a separate process. 

1 69. The computer-readaple medium of claim 67 wherein the client is 

2 executing in a process and the server is launched in the same process. 

1 70, The computer-readable medium of claim 67 wherein the client and the 

2 server exchange data using a compatible format. 



